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Bill Type and Number:   Resolution 2013-311
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Mayor:
Date of Introduction: May 14, 2011
Committee(s) of Reference: TEU
Date of Analysis: May 17, 2013
Type of Action: Brownfield Designation
Bill Summary: The resolution designates property located near the Bowden Road Yard, 6140 Philips Highway (part of RE #152589-2000) as a Brownfield Area for environmental rehabilitation and economic development; provides for sunsetting of the Brownfield designation after twelve months if no Brownfield Site Agreement is executed.
Background Information: Designation of an area as a Brownfield Redevelopment Area authorizes an owner or developer to negotiate a rehabilitation agreement with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection.  That agreement provides for the environmental remediation of the property, if required, and qualifies the property for tax and other financial incentives sponsored by federal and state governments.  Designation of a site as a Brownfield Redevelopment Area does not obligate the City to rehabilitate the property or appropriate funds to underwrite rehabilitation.  The Environmental Protection Agency defines Brownfields as sites that are abandoned, idled or under-used industrial and commercial facilities where expansion or redevelopment is complicated by real or perceived environmental contamination.  Railex, LLC (Riverhead, New York) proposes to acquire a 22 acre tract of underdeveloped rail spur property along Philips Highway adjacent to the Florida East Coast Railroad marshaling yard and construct a refrigerated logistics center.  To enable the developer to meet the requirements to receive state or federal assistance, the City is required to provide a resolution designating the site as a Brownfield Area.  The site is located in Council District 4.
Policy Impact: Public Works/Solid Waste Division
Fiscal Impact: Minimal
Analyst: Jackson
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